1000                                      RUSSIA: A History and an Interpretation
said, "that all Russia joins me in taking the deepest interest in the sufferings of our brothers by faith and origin." Alexander expressed the hope that the conference of the great Powers which was to meet shortly at Constantinople would make unnecessary the shedding of Russian blood, but declared that he was determined, if necessary, to act independently in order "to fulfil our sacred mission." This was a momentous pronouncement and seemingly an unqualified endorsement of the panslav creed. Aksakov, Katkov, and their friends were properly jubilant. Words were followed by deeds. Partial mobilization was ordered on November 13, N.S., although the actual concentration of troops would seem to have started in October. At the end of November Prince Cherkassky, who had earned a sinister reputation as the "Russificator" of Poland after 1863? was appointed civil governor of Bulgaria, a province of Turkey with which Russia was still at peace. Early in 1877 the Grand Duke Nicholas established his headquarters in Kishinev, Bessarabia, at the head of an army of some 190,000 men.
THE CONFERENCE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
These were moves of the utmost gravity, yet the tsar, Gorchakov, and the peace-minded bureaucrats (for instance, the ministers Reu-tern, A. E. Timashev, and P. A. Valuev) had not abandoned hope of avoiding war. There was still the possibility that the conference, to which Alexander referred in his Moscow speech, and Russia's display of firmness might prevent the conflagration. The formal invitation to the conference was issued by Lord Derby on November 5, N.S., two days after the British ambassador, Lord Augustus Loftus, had a long audience with the tsar at Livadia. Alexander informed the ambassador that in view of Turkish procrastination and bad faith he might be forced to take independent action. If this was to come, a temporary occupation of Bulgaria by Russian troops was lilcely. He repudiated, however, any designs on Constantinople; its annexation would be a misfortune to Russia, although the possibility of its provisional occupation was not excluded. The British fears for India, Alexander scornfully remarked, were sheer nonsense, and the much-discussed Russian campaign against India an impossibility. He urged Anglo-Russian cooperation and the convocation of an international conference.
Although Beaconsfield9 was not impressed by the tsar's statement, he agreed to sponsor a conference of six Powers (Great Britain, Russia,
* Disraeli was created Earl of Beaconsfield in August, 1876.